


1
History of Graphic Arts		                                               Art Deco, American Modern and the Second World War - Worksheet 
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Art Deco, American Modern and the Second World War
This worksheet is based on the reading from the book, “Graphic Design: A New History” pages 157 – 167 &  230 - 246. 
There are 4 questions. Please fill this worksheet out.  If you do not write full sentences, then bullet point your answers. If it is a direct quote from the chapter, then include quote marks. 

	1. 
	How did Art Deco contrast with Art Nouveau in terms of both style and theory?

	Art Nouveau was a craftsmanship movement between 1980 and before world war I, which embraced Europe's new industrial revolution, which featured naturalistic with stylized forms combined with different shapes like arcs and parabolas, and semicircles. It drew its arts from geometric and organic forms following new designs, thus becoming more decorative. On the other hand, Art Deco was an aesthetic movement after world war one with smoother arts. It focused on utilizing modern materials like inlaid wood, chrome, and stainless stool, where they featured bold shapes like zigzags and broad curves.






	2. 
	To what extent can it be argued that Art Deco is tainted as a style because of its association with colonialism?

	Art Deco is tainted as a style as it occurred during industrialization where more products were decorated. It took place after world war I throughout world war two with simple techniques, clean shapes, streamlined look, and modern fashions. Its product included individually crafted items and mass-produced wares where they used machines to produce them to end traditional craftsmanship to smoothen them into a modern way. 
 







	3. 
	Why do you think that Art Deco design was absorbed into American culture much more quickly than Constructivism? 

	Because Art Deco was something new to Americans which they had not seen before, and it was based more on consumerism culture where Americans were not open to new and bold ideas. It opened contemporary industrial art in New York City's Metropolitan Museum of Art, which brought interest in art into the US. Advertisers also used it, which made it different from what the consumers viewed it through, thus preferring the aesthetic idea. On the other hand, Constructivism did not take on so quickly because it was not shiny and bright.





	4. 
	For what reasons did the US government prove to be a prominent patron of “cutting edge” graphic design in the 1930s?

	Because of the great depression in the country where unemployment was increasing, they started a project known as the Federal Art Project, which was responsible for providing government work for the artist. They viewed poster as a democratic art form which could reach people to all fields of work. Art Deco becomes widespread due to more environment opening by the government. They were free to open modernist styles that that corporate advertiser in the US used silkscreen as printing technique later adapted by artists because it was less expensive.
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